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[This article was prepared

under the direct guidance and
advice of His Highness Yaduveer
Krishnadatta Chamaraja

Wadiyar, the current head of

the Wadiyar Dynasty of Mysore.
The Champaka team deeply
appreciates this culturally and
historically significant contribution
from His Highness and the timely
scholarship of the author, Sri
Dixith.]

Trineshwara
Swamy Temple:

A Living Chronicle of Mysore’s

Spiritual Heritage

estled within the historic precincts of the

majestic Mysore Palace, the Trineshwara
Swamy Temple stands as a profound testament to
Mysore’s enduring Shaiva traditions. Also known
as Chaturyuga Murthy, the temple embodies the
belief in uninterrupted worship across the four
cosmic ages—Satya, Treta, Dvapara, and Kali
Yuga—making it a timeless epicenter of devotion.

Ancient Lineage and Epic Connections

The sacred history of this site is closely associated
with Sage Trinabindu, a revered figure in the
Puranas and an ancestor in the lineage of Ravana.
Tradition holds that the sage performed intense
penance on the banks of the historic Doddakere
(formerly ~ Cholakere), ultimately  attaining
Sayujya—union with the Divine.

- Tejonidhi Dixith S

The temple's sanctity is further enriched by its
connection to the Ananda Ramayana, which
recounts that Hanuman sought guidance here
from Sage Trinabindu regarding the route to
Lanka. This blending of Vedic lineage and epic
narrative positions the temple as a bridge between
mythological antiquity and living faith.

Architectural Grandeur and Dynastic Patronage

The temple’s architecture reflects the layered
history of South India, shaped by successive
dynasties:

e Chola Influence — Architectural elements and
sculptures suggest development during the Chola
period. The intricate female sculptures within the
complex echo the elegance and ornamentation
characteristic of Chola artistry.



Later

e Vijayanagara
contributions during the Vijayanagara
Empire added to the temple’s expanding
grandeur, enriching its structural and
artistic depth.

Imprint —

e Wadiyar Legacy — The temple
occupies a pivotal place in the founding
narrative of the Mysore Kingdom. It is
believed that Yaduraya Wadiyar sought
Lord Trineshwara’s blessings before
his decisive victory over the chieftain
Maranayaka.

The magnificent five-tiered Rajagopura
was later commissioned by Raja
Wodeyar 1. Statues of Chikka Devaraja
Wadiyar and Kanthirava Narasaraja I
near the southern entrance stand as
enduring symbols of royal patronage
and devotion.

Divine Manifestations: The Linga and
the Goddess

The presiding deity, Lord Trineshwara, is
enshrined in a distinctive honey-colored
Shiva Linga. This rare hue is often
attributed to the volcanic geological

8 |edox2

formations of the nearby
Chamundi Hills, creating a
symbolic bond between the
deity and the surrounding
landscape.

Equally captivating is
the shrine of Goddess
Tripurasundari. Her seven-
foot stone idol is revered
for its Jeeva Kala—a lifelike
presence that radiates
profound maternal grace.
Devotees believe that the
single sacred stone from
whichsheiscarvedresonates
with the Saptaswara (seven
musical notes) when gently
tapped, beautifully merging
metaphysics with India’s
musical heritage.

A Sanctuary of Ritual and Philosophy

Tradition holds that the great philosopher Saint Adi
Shankaracharya once visited the temple, meditating in a
humble parnakutira within its precincts. Even today, the
temple remains a vibrant center of Shaiva Agamic practice,
particularly the Karanamahatantra tradition.

From the golden Swarna Kavacha donated in 1953
by Jayachamarajendra Wadiyar to the annual Girija
Kalyanotsava, the temple continues to function as a living
museum of ritual excellence and spiritual continuity.

A Spiritual Anchor of Mysore

More than a monument, the Trineshwara Swamy Temple
is a spiritual anchor of Mysore—a sacred space where
history, art, mythology, and an unbroken chain of devotion
converge. In its sanctum and sculptures, one witnesses not
merely stone and structure, but a living chronicle of faith
that has endured across the ages.

Acknowledgement
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Kundapura to Miami

From Small-Town Cyclist to Hollywood Producer: The Marathon That Never Ends...

Govindraj Rangaswamy

hen I saw Champaka’s request in our

WhatsApp group for inspiring stories, one
name, Arun Kumar, immediately came to mind.
He is someone who has achieved what many
only dream of — yet he remains grounded,
approachable, and deeply connected to our
Kannada community. I was thrilled when Arun
graciously agreed to sit down with me and share
his extraordinary journey — from his childhood
days to becoming an accomplished cyclist who
represented India in international events, a
successful Hollywood producer, and a prolific
marathon runner around the world.

By the time he was 13, he had already outrun his
future. It was an ordinary morning in Shimoga. A
teenage boy pedaled his bicycle to tuition when

he found himself racing alongside a group of
local cyclists. He didn’t know it was an organized
race. He just rode hard — instinctively, fiercely —
and crossed ahead of everyone. Later, someone
tapped him on the shoulder: “You won.” That
accidental victory marked the beginning of a
journey that would span continents, industries,
and identities — from national cycling champion
to Hollywood film producer, to running the world'’s
most prestigious marathons.

THE MAKING OF A CHAMPION

Born in Kundapura, Karnataka, into a modest
middle-class family, he moved to Shimoga during
his early schooling years. Sports were never a
structured pursuit in his home. There were no
professional athletes in the family. No roadmap.
No coaching. By the age of 14, he had moved to
Bangalore and began competing seriously. Arun
rapidly progressed through district and state
competitions, collecting podium finishes across
categories. His defining breakthrough came at
the 1989 National Championships, where he
represented Karnataka and won Gold in the 100
km Road Race and Bronze in the 100 km Team
Time Trial. At the 1990-91 National Championships

2doz3 | O
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in Chandigarh, he secured two Gold medals, one
Silver medal, and one Bronze medal. In 1991-92 in
Delhi, he again captured Gold in the 100 km Road
Race and added a Bronze in the 1000 m Team
Pursuit. Selection to the 1991 Junior Asian Cycling
Championships in Beijing placed him among Asia’s
elite young riders. He was selected for an elite
training program in Connecticut, America, to train
for the Beijing International Cycling Championship.

THE AMERICAN DETOUR

In 1993, he came to the United States for advanced
training — a nine-month program in Connecticut
designed to elevate elite Indian cyclists. It was
supposed to be the final push toward Asian Games
glory. Instead, funding complications, lack of
institutional support, communication barriers, and
missed opportunities began to unravel the dream.
He worked at multiple businesses while enrolling
in community college. He later earned a Bachelor’s
degree in Computer Science from Kean University
and eventually a Master's degree in Filmmaking
from NYU/Colorado University and the University
of Colorado.

10 |2do==2

FROM LIBRARIAN TO HOLLYWOOD

A chance encounter at a gas station led to a job at
ABN Network (TV Asia). He started as a librarian,
labeling videotapes. Within months, he became a
news editor, then a cameraman, then a producer
and director, producing multiple shows weekly.
Worked very closely with Amitabh Bachchan on
many of his production-based projects in the
US. He then transitioned to working on major
Bollywood movies partially or fully produced in
the United States. Some of the movies include
“English Vinglish”, “Dhoom 3", “Welcome to
New York”, “Banjo”, “Jaan E Mann”, “Married 2
America”, and “Des Hoya Pardes”.

In addition to films, Arun produced numerous
popular ad films, which helped him hone his
craft in production. In 2003, he moved into film
production and eventually produced his first major
Hollywood feature, Sunbelt Express. Over time,
his credits expanded to major studio productions
and collaborations with international actors,

including Russell Crowe. Some of the famous
movies include Hollywood productions such as
Sleeping Dogs (2024), Blood for Dust (2023), Band
of Robbers (2015), Here Alone (Tribeca Audience
Award Winner), Punching Henry, Sun Belt Express,




Destined, and Confidence Game. His Hollywood
production spans across genres — from crime
thrillers to independent dramas — his work has

earned festival recognition and international
distribution. He was also a judge and jury at many
film festivals conducted in the United States. He is
currently on another untitled production, which is
set to hit the screen sometime in 2026/7.

THE SECOND ATHLETIC LIFE

In 2018, at age 46, he began running seriously.
Arun has completed five of the six World Marathon
Majors — New York, Chicago, London, Berlin
(Personal Best 3:15), and Boston. Tokyo remains
the final milestone in his global endurance journey.

THE CONSTANT: FAMILY

He married in 2004. At the time, he had little
financial stability — only a dream. Today, they
reside in Weston, Florida, with two grown children.
Arun plans to continue meaningful storytelling
work with a few talented A-grade talents and

Arun Kumar
on his soul mate,

Nisha

“Today, my greatest blessing is
my wife. When I had belief but
limited financial security, she had

faith. Through career pivots, risks,
and industry uncertainty, she has
been my anchor. Success feels
meaningful only when shared with
those who believed in you before
the world did”.

technicians, building projects that bridge the
world and America.

At the conclusion of my discussion, I asked Arun for
advice on what he would give to today’s younger
generation who want to enter film production.
His message was “discipline will always outlast
talent. Talent may give you a head start, but only
discipline sustains success. Learn the business side
of whatever you are passionate about, because
passion without understanding is fragile. Do not
be afraid to reinvent yourself — reinvention is
not failure; it is evolution. Protect your credibility
at all costs, because your reputation is your true
currency and it travels faster than you do. Stay
humble, because every industry is smaller than
it appears, and respect matters. I entered cycling
by accident, and that unexpected moment shaped
my life. Sometimes your greatest journey begins
where you least expect it — so stay ready”.

edox3 |11
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Vanishree Tanksali

nce, there was a saint who lived in a hermitage

with his disciples. One day, a follower gifted
him a cow. The saint said, “How wonderful! Now
we can drink milk every day!” This continued for
a few months until the same follower decided to
take the cow back. The saint then remarked, “How
wonderful!l Now we no longer have to clean up
cow dung!” This is the essence of positive thinking.

In this space, let's take some time to understand
what positive thinking truly is.

What is Positive Thinking?

Because the term “positive thinking” has become
so clichéd, it has lost its original depth. Many
believe it simply means expecting a “fancy
outcome” at all times. This is the missing piece of
the puzzle. In reality, positive thinking has a two-
part definition: expecting good things to happen,

14 |edo=323

while simultaneously accepting that whatever is
happening right now is good for this moment.

I once went to the store for my weekly groceries.
As I walked out, I saw a dark, heavy cloud about to
burst. Realizing I wouldn't have time to reach my
car and load the bags, I stepped into a dry corner
to wait for the storm to pass. Nearby, another
woman walked out, saw the clouds, and began
muttering anxiously to herself: “Please no rain, no
rain... positive thinking, positive thinking.”

The moment she stopped speaking, it began to
pour. She sighed and said, “Of course, I knew it.”
Watching this made me realize how important
it is to understand the true meaning of positive
thinking.

How Do You Know You Are Thinking Positively?

You will recognize positive thinking by these shifts
in your internal state:

e Inner Peace: Your presence feels like a gift to
others because you are calm within.



e Lightness: Every thought you create makes
you feel increasingly lighter.

e Solution-Oriented: You focus on resolving
issues rather than magnifying problems.

e Gentle Presence: You are kind toward others’
emotions, and your words are soft and
motivating.

e Accountability: You are ready to learn
from mistakes instead of blaming people or
circumstances.

e Gracious Acceptance: You accept the “now” as
the best thing for this moment.

e Long-term Faith: You rest assured that what
has happened was good, what is happening is
best, and what will happen will be the “best of
the best.”

How Can This Quality Be Developed?

The mantra for this journey is: “Practice makes
you perfect, but be careful what you practice.” We
cannot simply stop thinking; the mind'’s job is to
produce thoughts. However, the first step is to

intermittently pause and observe them. When you
watch your thoughts, they begin to “behave” and
slow down. Negative or unnecessary thoughts
move at a high speed and drain your energy.

If you cannot catch your thoughts, try taking
“transformational” deep breaths. This means
completely detaching from the maze of negativity
and focusing solely on the breath. Feel the oxygen
entering your body. This helps for two reasons:

1. You are refueling your body with a full supply
of oxygen.

2. You are successfully disconnecting from
energy-draining thoughts.

Building the Muscle - Practice makes you
perfect!

The above exercise helps you shift your focus and
feel strong because you are no longer pulled by
your negative or unnecessary thoughts. Once
you are in a calmer state, you can deliberately
steer your thoughts in a positive direction. Use
the list above—pick one thought and stay in that
consciousness. Repeat this exercise as often as
you want and spend time in each thought as long
as you want.

Positive thoughts are slower and fewer in number,
yet they are incredibly powerful. Just as we
exercise to build physical muscle, we must take
several “pauses” throughout the day to build this
mental quality. Initially, progress may feel slow,
but eventually, you will feel the effects. You will
remain energetic even at the end of your day and
balanced even in the middle of chaos.

You will be surprised at how you influence your
well-being and empower the atmosphere and
people around you! That's why there's a saying
that goes: Self-transformation leads to world
transformation!

Are you ready to unlock the
power of positive thinking?
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Jyotsna
Narayanswamy

uring our recent trip to Bangalore, we

were blessed to visit Sringeri, located on
the banks of the River Tunga in the Western
Ghats of Karnataka. Sringeri derives its name
from Shringagiri, where Sage Rishyashringa is
believed to have meditated on the Supreme Self
during the Tretayuga.

20 |2do=d2

This sacred ksetra is closely associated with Adi
Shankaracharya, who is said to have withessed
a remarkable sight here — a cobra spreading its
hood to protect a frog from the scorching sun.
Recognizing this as a symbol of harmony and
spiritual power, he established the first Amnaya
Pitham at Sringeri.

Tradition also connects Sringeri with Ubhaya
Bharati, the highly learned wife of Mandana
Misra. Regarded as an incarnation of Goddess
Saraswati, she is said to have revealed her divine
form after acknowledging Adi Shankaracharya’s
spiritual greatness in debate. At his request, she
agreed to reside at Sringeri as Sharada Devi, the
presiding deity of wisdom.

Today, the heart of the Sringeri Matha is the
Sharadamba Temple, where the Goddess is
worshipped as the embodiment of Jiana —



spiritual wisdom. In 2014, the temple was
crowned with a magnificent Rajagopuram,
adding grandeur to its sacred presence.

Adjacenttoitstandsthe majestic Vidya Shankara
Temple, built in the 14th century during the
Vijayanagara era. Its architecture beautifully
blends Hoysala and Vijayanagara styles. The
temple is adorned with intricate carvings,
including depictions of the Dasavataras. Inside,
twelve massive pillars represent the twelve
zodiac signs (Rasis), aligned so that the sun’s
rays fall upon each corresponding sign during
its solar month — effectively serving as a solar
calendar.

e
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After a seven-hour drive from Bangalore,
we reached Sringeri by evening. We were
extremely fortunate to speak with and receive
blessings from Sri Vidhushekhara Bharati at
Guru Nivasa in Narasimha Vanam. He has
initiated several efforts to make the teachings
of Sanatana Dharma accessible globally,
including online learning platforms through the
Aham Brahmaasmi Foundation. | am grateful to
be among the participants of the inaugural one-
year online Vedanta course, The Quintessence

b

of Vedanta, launched in September 2024 for
students outside India.

It was inspiring to see all the Bhagavad Gita
shlokas displayed at Guru Nivasa. We also had
the privilege of witnessing the Rudram chanting
and the sacred Chandramoulishwara Puja
performed by Sri Bharati Tirtha Mahaswamiji.
After Sri Vidhushekhara Bharati Sannidhanam’s
pada puja, we were blessed to receive darshan
and blessings from Mahasannidhanam as well.
It was truly humbling to receive the blessings of
both Jagadgurus on the same day.

edoz2 |21
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The next morning, after attending pujas at the
Sharadamba Temple, we drove to Hariharapura.

Hariharapura is a sacred ksetra on the banks of
the River Tunga. It is revered as the Yajiiabhumi
where Lord Daksha Prajapati is believed to
have performed his great yajia. It is also the
Tapobhimi where Sage Agastya Maharshi
had direct vision (saksatkara) of Sri Laksmi
Narasimha. The Salagrama associated with
Sage Agastya continues to be worshipped there
even today.

Hariharapura is further regarded as a sacred
Jianabhomi  where  Bhagavatpada  Adi
Sankaracarya performed the Yantrodharana of
the Sricakra and consecrated the idol of Goddess
Sr1 Sarada Paramesvar.

In 2022, the temple underwent major renovation,
and the Kumbhabhisekam was performed. On
that auspicious occasion, an emerald Laksmi
Narasimha vigraha was consecrated. The
guotation boards placed around the temple are
thoughtfully displayed and enhance the spiritual
atmosphere. Within the temple complex stands

22 |23o2

a magnificent 27-foot-tall Istasiddhi Afjaneya
statue.

During our visit, we first had darshan at the main
temple and then attended a homam. We were
then blessed to meet Guru Sri Swayamprakasa
Sacchidananda Sarasvati Mahasvamiji, who
graciously spoke with us at length and blessed
our family. After partaking of lunch prasadam at
the temple, we went upstairs to visit the Ganesa
Prapaficha.

Ganesa Prapaficha is a remarkable collection of
items dedicated to Lord Ganesha from around
the world, gathered over three generations and
donated to the temple. We saw unique depictions
such as a sleeping Ganesha, Ganesha playing
the veena, Ganesha speaking on a phone, and
even a “work-from-home” Ganesha. There were
sculptures and paintings from Cambodia, Japan,
and China.

We then returned to Sringeri and spent the
evening near Guru Nivasa, reading the Shankara
Suktis displayed around the area, each reflecting
profound philosophical insights. Watching
the sunset from the Vidya Tirtha Bridge, with
the Tunga flowing gently below and large fish
swimming in its waters, was a serene and
beautiful experience.

Adi Sankaracarya is believed to have established
four small temples in the four directions, each
situated on a hillock surrounding the main temple
complex. During our visit, we were able to see
three of them — the Kala Bhairava Temple to the
east (closest to the Sarada Pitham), the Kere
Afjaneya Temple to the west, and the Kalikamba
Temple to the north. We were unable to visit the
Durgamba Temple to the south, which lies farther
away in the direction of Mangaluru.

The following morning, we attended the
Suprabhatam at the Sharadamba Temple
and were blessed with an early glimpse of the
Goddess as the temple doors opened.



Afterward, we visited Shankaragiri Hill,
where a majestic 32-foot granite statue of
Adi Shankaracharya stands a short distance
from the Sharada Peetham. Installed by the
Sringeri Jagadgurus, it honors his life and
teachings. Alongside it are statues of his four
foremost disciples —  Sureshwaracharya,
Padmapadacharya, Hastamalakacharya, and
Totakacharya each accompanied by informative
displays about the Peethams they later headed.

There is an escalator to reach the top, and the
panoramic views from the hill are beautiful.
Although the musical fountain operates only
in the evening and we could not see it, we
greatly enjoyed the clay figurine exhibition
depicting scenes from Adi Shankaracharya’s life,
accompanied by detailed explanatory posters. A
beautiful Ramayana painting exhibition was also
on display, with insights from the Jagadgurus
explaining its deeper meaning. One especially

& oas - HSOG deany
The 9 types of Rama Bhakti

meaningful exhibit described the nine types of
Rama Bhakti with illustrative examples.

From there, we visited the Suryanarayana
Temple. Although it was closed at the time, we
were able to have a glimpse of the deity inside.
We then proceeded to the Rishyashringa Temple.

The Rishyashringa Temple is dedicated to
Sage Rishyashringa. According to tradition, he
was the son of Sage Vibhandaka, himself the
son of Sage Kashyapa. Through unusual and
divine circumstances, Vibhandaka became
the father of a remarkable child born of a deer,
distinguished by a horn upon his forehead. He
was therefore named Rishyashringa — meaning
“deer-horned sage.” He later became a powerful
rishi whose presence was believed to bring
rain and prosperity. He is also associated with
the Putrakameshti Yajfia performed for King
Dasharatha, which led to the birth of Lord Rama.

On our return journey to Bangalore, we visited
the beautiful Sirimane Falls, located close to
the Rishyashringa temple. Surrounded by lush
greenery, the waterfall cascades gracefully over
rocky steps. We spent some time enjoying the
natural beauty before continuing our journey.
We truly cherished our visit to Sringeri and
Hariharapura. It was a spiritually uplifting and
memorable experience for our family.
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rom an early age, I gravitated toward visual
Fexpression, regularly participating in school-
level painting competitions that nurtured both
observation skills and creative confidence. Those
formative experiences evolved into formal training
when I pursued a Diploma in Arts from Shanthanu
Chitra Vidyalayam, Chennai — a correspondence-
based virtual art school where lessons, critiques,
and assignments arrived by mail. Working
independently yet responsively within that system
taught me discipline, patience, and the ability to
interpret feedback without in-person instruction,
becoming a meaningful bridge between childhood
creativity and professional artistic practice.

I later earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Applied
Art from the esteemed Karnataka Chitrakala
Parishath, Bangalore, where my training expanded
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Ranjani Srikanth

across multiple artistic disciplines. Academic study
strengthened my foundations in composition,
typography, illustration, color theory, and visual
storytelling while encouraging exploration of
diverse mediums — oil for depth and luminosity,
acrylic for versatility and layered textures,
watercolor for fluidity and spontaneity, and mixed
media for conceptual experimentation. This phase
refined not only technical execution but also the
ability to translate abstract ideas into purposeful
visual communication.

My creative process typically begins with
understanding intent: a conversation, memory,
mood, or client brief becomes the seed of an idea.
I develop rough sketches and visual references,
followed by concept planning — selecting medium,
surface, scale, and style appropriate to the
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narrative. At this stage I actively engage with the
viewer or commissioning client, sharing drafts and
gathering reactions, preferences, and contextual
details. This dialogue shapes the direction of the
work, ensuring the artwork resonates emotionally
as well as visually. After revisions and refinement,
I move into final rendering, carefully balancing
technique and expression so the finished piece
retains both artistic authenticity and personal
relevance to its audience.

Alongside my artistic journey, I built a 22-year
professional career in the mortgage title insurance
industry, reflecting adaptability, structure, and
long-term commitment — qualities that now
inform my organized and client-focused studio
practice. In 2021, I returned fully to my creative

roots by founding Muglife Studios, LLC, a design-
led venture specializing in customized T-shirts,
mugs, and ceramic products. Through Muglife,
I produce commissioned artworks that merge
fine-art sensibilities with functional design,
transforming everyday objects into meaningful,
personalized visual experiences.

Across mediums and formats, my work remains
centered on storytelling — translating ideas
into tangible form through thoughtful planning,
collaborative feedback, and careful execution from
concept to completion. You can view a broader
selection of my work and ongoing projects on
my Instagram portfolio at www.instagram.com/
muglifestudios.
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An Evening of Vision,

Hemalini Nagarajan

On January 31, 2026, supporters gathered in South
Florida for Gift of Sight's inaugural gala—an evening
filled with purpose, optimism, and the shared belief that
every child deserves the clarity that comes with good
vision. The event marked both a celebration of past
achievements and the beginning of a bold new chapter
for Gift of Sight, a non profit organization.

Gift of Sight's roots trace back to a formative encounter
with an Opthalmologist that shaped Jay Reddy'’s lifelong
commitment to eye care. That experience ultimately
led him to serve as President of the Eye Foundation of
America. Through his work, Jay recognized that lasting
impact required more than treating individual patients - it
required a structured public health strategy embedded in
school systems. Drawing on his entrepreneurial mindset,
he built Gift of Sight around efficiency, accountability,
and measurable outcomes.

This vision fueled the development of pilot programs
across Bengaluru and surrounding rural communities.
Partnering closely with district leaders and school
officials, teams conduct systematic screenings, after
which trained optometrists evaluate visually impaired
children. For students prescribed corrective lenses,
affordable glasses are procured and delivered free—
often resulting in unforgettable moments when a child
sees the world clearly for the first time.

The impact extends well beyond seeing clearly. Improved
eyesight strengthens academic performance, builds self-
confidence, and opens doors to long-term opportunity. A
simple pair of glasses can shape decades of a child’s life,
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A Lifetime of Impact

Gift of Sight’'sinaugural South Florida gala launches an ambitious
expansion to serve millions of children across Karnataka.

strengthening families, communities, and
Karnataka's broader social and economic
growth.

Since 2016, Gift of Sight has screened more
than 1.3 million children, the majority of
them in Karnataka. Yet the need remains
immense. Karnataka is home to roughly
12 million school-aged children, many of
whom still lack access to routine vision
care.

The South Florida gala was more than a
milestone—it was a catalyst for accelerated

Charith Reddy with school children
and their new glasses.




Seeing her name clearly for the first time, this

little one’s smile says it all!

impact. Among the many memorable moments of the
evening was Charith Reddy'’s reflection on his visits with
schools in Karnataka. He recounted the joy and gratitude
the children expressed, and he reminded guests on the
positive impact of clear vision for children.

Gift of Sight
Inaugural Gala

The evening raised more than $250,000, a
powerful endorsement of the organization’s
vision for the future. Remarkably, within
just one month of the event, Gift of Sight
screened over 20,000 additional children—
an immediate and measurable result of the
community’s generosity.

Building on this momentum, the gala
will now become an annual tradition—a
signature South Florida gathering dedicated
to uniting supporters, celebrating progress,
and reaffirming the commitment to children
still waiting for the simple gift of sight.

The need remains urgent. Too many
children continue to struggle to see the
classroom board, quietly falling behind
through no fault of their own. The solution
is simultaneously simple and deeply
transformative. One pair of glasses can
improve a child’s future.

We invite you to be part of this growing
movement—bringing clear vision,
opportunity, and brighter futures to
children across Karnataka and beyond.
Learn more and get involved at giftofsight.
world.
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From 1-4 to a League
Powerhouse

Akhil Iyengar

t started the way most ideas do,

with a group of friends and a
fantasy football league that needed
to come to life and make these kids’
NFL dreams come true. What began
as a casual spinoff for the six major
fantasy football leagues in Cypress
Bay, just gathering to play flag
football, had turned into something
nobody would have imagined: The
Weston Flag Football League and
one of the most compelling coaching
stories in its young history.

The premise was simple enough.
Each fantasy football league would
be converted into a 7-on-7 flag
football roster with substitutions
and everything, including a Coach. I
had become the new head coach of
Balls, one of the 6 premiering teams
in the WFFL. On paper, this sounded
like a fun weekend hobby, but no one
could have predicted how serious this
would be.

What surprised me most early on
was how real this league became.
These games are not casual. Rivalries
formed fast, trash talk carries genuine
weight, and when game day comes
around, the turnout is something I
am genuinely proud of. People who
are not even in the league show up
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to watch. There is a crowd, there is an atmosphere, and there
is real competitive energy on that field. For something that
started as a spinoff of a fantasy football league, the WFFL felt
like the real deal.

Season one, put simply, was a learning experience. I had never
coached a flag football team before, let alone any sports team.
We finished the season 1-4, even enduring a brutal loss to
another team named Iron Lungs, who beat us 48 to nothing
and would end up winning the Super Bowl. That season made
Balls the subject of every joke and made our team look like a
mockery of the sport. It also made me realize that I needed to




take accountability and change the narrative for
this team.

When Season 2 introduced free agency and
trades, I knew it was my moment to rebuild
this team into a powerhouse. It was a two-week
window to pick up free agents, and I wasted no
time. I immediately targeted the league’s number
1 quarterback and went for a top 3 receiver to pair
with him, while also picking up many other very
good role players to build a star-studded roster.
It sounds clean, but the process was anything
but that. There were times when everything was
falling apart, even losing our star player, Swaggy
P, for a bit, when a deal didn't go through. I kept
pushing, though, and eventually walked out of

those 2 weeks a winner with a new roster capable
of winning the entire thing.

Now, in the current day, our team has shown
up and shown out, leading us to a 4-2 record
and the number one offense in the league. Our
quarterback is the MVP frontrunner, and two
of our receivers are in Offensive Player of the
Year contention. One of them has had such a
remarkable breakout season that I still shake my
head when I watch him play, knowing that other
teams had the chance to sign him, but they didn't.
This new record means something to me. It shows
all the hard work that not only I but the entire
team put in, and as we are entering the playoffs,
we are looking to win the entire thing.




Returning the Favor

”One step forward, two steps back.” Often,
this phrase is used to describe negative
progress, keeping one from advancing further
in their journey to success. But to me, it's about
leaving the path I've stepped through better
than I found it. For every step of progress I take
forward, I know it is my responsibility to give two
steps back to the environment that has developed
me. And while I could never repay my community
for how it's transformed me, I know that the
small things count the most. This mentality has

Dhruv Bhardwaj

shaped the way I've interacted with others and my
surroundings as a student.

ILappliedthisphilosophytoallthatIdidand achieved
as a student. In terms of direct community service,
I was involved in my National Honor Society as a
leader, where I coordinated projects to touch on
many different facets of my community, bringing
my peers together to improve our surroundings.
Although a single event was a small impact of 3 or
4 hours at a time, [ dedicated myself to collecting




these impacts into a greater effort. In garden restoration efforts
I started at my former elementary school and other community
areas, I knew that each new caterpillar placed, flower planted,
and weed plucked was building a brighter future for the next
generation ahead. I helped my chapter become more involved
in events targeting the alleviation of food insecurities through
food drives and food assembly. NHS was my outlet to serve my
community in so many diverse ways; I could take a step in any
direction and be able to dedicate myself and my fellow students to
the most pressing issues in my environment through service.

And building or supporting teams has helped me embody this; I've
noticed that collaboration with my peers has been an incredible
way to form bonds and give back. In DECA, my leadership role as
Executive Vice President was focused on making impacts on my
large chapter through guidance and mentorship. I've had to lead
DECA officers who fought vehemently over the smallest creative
differences. This became a major issue when planning our most
important competition training and events. I had to take initiative
as a leader. I offered 1-on-1 conferences and held weekly officer

meetings to gain perspective
on our struggles. It was very
uncomfortable at times, but as
a team member myself, I knew
it was upon me to act. Because
of my position as someone in
higher authority, I applied my
philosophy to build a stronger
internal community.

Academically, I've also been able
to give back to those around
me. Using my expertise in fields
like mathematics and science,
where I excel, I offer my talents
in tutoring services around the
community, teaching math and
physics. I know that it's possible
for anyone to excel in academics,
and it's been a personal goal
of mine to make that happen
through tutoring my peers and
the younger generation. In class, I
strive to be someone who anyone
can come to for assistance or
collaboration, since I know how
valuable that resource can be.

My biggest takeaway from 4
years of high school is to make
an impact. One might not
always love what they do, but
the goal of a student should
always be to create a reciprocal
impact on their developmental
environment. As I've mentioned
by testimony of my activities, my
ultimate philosophy has been
to do exactly this. For every step
forward, I need to give two steps
back. Through small impacts and
continuous improvement, I plan
to be repaying my community for
the rest of my life.
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My

Ahana Tippanagoudar

ver since I was a child, I have always been

writing. I remember sitting down at the
kitchen table with my mother as she taught me
the different types of line strokes. I would write
different stories of my daily experiences, both at
school and at home. Eventually, I even wrote my
own book.

When I had to choose my electives for my first
year of high school, I knew I wanted to do one that
was related to writing and media. I had several
options to choose from; I chose “Foundations of
Journalism,” simply because I was told that I would
get to write and create my own news magazine.

I entered the class with high hopes, excited to
learn everything about journalism. I was quickly
integrated into the classroom, writing stories and
taking pictures. I enjoyed interviewing people
and easily having access to all clubs in the school.
I dedicated most of my time out of school to
newspapers as well, staying up to write editorials
and news briefs.

Eventually, my advisor noticed my dedication
and invited me to go on a school trip to Boston.
I spent a week exploring the city while improving
my journalism skills through different workshops. I
learned that our school’s news magazine, the Eagle
Eye, was nominated for a Pacemaker; this was the
most prestigious award a high school publication
could win.
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Journalism Journey

We returned to school with a brand new Pacemaker
in our suitcase. I continued to hone my skills and
show my dedication to the newspaper. I planned to
apply to be an editor next year and eagerly awaited
the application to open.

However, in January, I was contacted by the other
editors and was told that I would be promoted to
an editor without having to apply. I was overjoyed;
I remember telling my parents the news with a big
smile on my face.

Along with my regular duties, I now had to learn
to edit other people’s stories. I would constantly
bombard the other editors with questions. I also
could contribute to the print issue; before, I could
only publish my stories on the online website.

As the years passed, I grew into my role as an
editor. Now, as a junior in high school, I am still
learning from my fellow editors and the staffers I
serve. We are currently working on the next print
issue, and I am very excited to finish my stories
and have them published and distributed to the
school.

I cannot wait to see what the future holds for me
next year. Although it will be my last year of high
school, I am ready to make the most of it.
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Rackets to

Test Tubes

Mridu Dhanigond

picked up my first racket at 4-years-old. My

earliest memories are of my father and me at
the local courts, where I ran from side to side as
he planned each drill. Soon I began training at
the near-by academy: Ajax Winter Tennis, Based
in Toronto, Canada. Initially, I was intimidated
by both my peers and coaches, but with each
group session and private lesson, my confidence
steadily grew. Soon after, I competed in my first
tournament, where both my skills and self-belief
were tested. My first cash prize, a five-dollar bill
for winning all my matches that day, felt like a
significant milestone.

At eight years old, I began competing in Ontario

Tennis Association tournaments. Nearly every
weekend was spent traveling with my parents to
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competitions after school and practice. By age
nine, I was ranked number one in Ontario for
U10 girls’ tennis and soon became one of the top
ten players in Canada under the age of twelve.
In recognition of these accomplishments, Tennis
Canada awarded me scholarships to train at elite
academies in South Florida.

As a result, my family relocated to Plantation,
Florida, where I enrolled in Nick Saviano's full-
time homeschool training program. The transition
was demanding, both physically and

mentally. Typically, my day would consist of a
private lesson from 9am to 10am, followed by
a group session from 10am to 12pm; we were
granted a two hour break in-between practices
to rest, eat lunch and complete schoolwork. The
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second session of group practice would resume at
4pm and go on till 6pm. Following this we would
have physical conditioning for 45 minutes. After
months of dedication, I earned a ranking among
the top 25 U16 players in the state of Florida.

As my tennis commitments intensified, I began
to struggle with my identity beyond the sport.
Seeking balance, [ started attending temple
every Sunday with my family. Reconnecting with
Hinduism and participating more fully in family
gatherings provided comfort and perspective.
During my junior year of high school, I faced a
pivotal decision: to pursue Division I tennis at a
Florida university or to explore ambitions beyond
the sport.

During this period of reflection, I thought often
of my grandfather, an anesthesiologist practicing
in Hubballi, India. I remembered how family
members and friends relied on his medical
expertise and how deeply they trusted him with

their care and that of their loved ones. I admired
the compassion and responsibility with which he
served others and realized that I wanted to have a
similar impact on the people around me.

Motivated by this realization, I made the difficult
decision to step back from competitive tennis and
return to in-person school for my senior year of
high school. With the encouragement of my family
and friends, I transitioned into the demanding
role of a full-time pre-medical student at Florida
Atlantic University (FAU). Although my academic
workload is rigorous, tennis remains an integral
part of my life, and I am currently the number one
player on FAU's club tennis team.

As I reflect on my journey, I am grateful to
continue competing in the sport that shaped
my character while pursuing a new path rooted
in service and purpose. The discipline, resilience,
and perseverance I developed on the court guide
me in every step of the way.
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INDIAN CUISINE

‘Wishing You A ‘Very
Happy Ugadi!

To all esteemed Nandi Kannada
Koota Members and Families.
May this Ugadi bring prosperity,

joy, and new beginnings.

From the Dasara Indian
. Cuisine Family. \

¥

Visit Us At: R
Delray Beach: 1100 Linton Blvd, Suite C4, |

2 Delray Beach, FL 33444 :

—

Fort Lauderdale: 925 NE 62nd St,
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33334
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WELCOME AKKA Early Bird
~ BRAND AMBASSADOR Registration

Rishab Shetty (SO March31
| 3

| National Award Winning

Director, Actor, Writer, Producer 7 = ] = ; s Adults - s195
S Kids - $125

pins the AKKA Journey
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Sponsors at the Bronze level and ahove who have selected an eligible package will have their hotel accommodation
secured by AKKA at the Philadelphia Marriott Downtown.
No additional steps are required at this time. Confirmation details will be shared closer to the event.

2doz3 | 39



RREBFER® Bo2),B, £

B0t 3eTo  e9BRB. 9230500 O30

SNdRE) ISR aDPEITE), Sedsen 9z
ARDIBoD T BID DSIIY0e 31T,
zﬁoé e 23063033930  T39.5DBLICS  2363° €933
oDHZMITE), €9:3508 AZT Je3TeD e3TVY DJITITH
QL3035 Do eEen Fedwan, e9za,N HI 03,023V
923508 28,8 0rr8ex3 VO° 9038 Hedr3. €513 9533
300DHT 03 9T eNodemeniele VDR,
30300, 88 )E3ed JOTE) o I, BRSNS FOTNRVE
B0eOADTR, B3 aDFMST e9DeIR 93es BV
QRODB, BOIBRED. I3, 0933 DINPRY, 90D,
e9R)NP, e 938 ol BREZD. 0FMOS
3S303) DFo3ad 207} 9053 SreBBD. 0N 3e3od
D) TR, SBRERD BRerHITE 3eITT 2073
1903 35239,0030.

40 |edo=323

B39 ReOETL
S, 03I 923

obHZMeIBE) Je3S B33, 01ZMST 213 IIN
e DBew@ed 3WRYE 93D, TREeN
00N "I [BRFENYEH  Seel e9gde
odozddee  T3edodned) [eed  eFoDITEe.
3023e30d Bene B, JoghREsod [3dw ST, R
B, T, 03, 0303 esreniewe BT noPeds I
290N 2000890, esTTR DD,R 23T 5B
BoLIREB 03, 11e3,03530N 3eDTT e30D, BeDE 03,03
BEIFT e3ALB Do) 2,00 e3e3e3T RPZYBe I3
3S80DHe) &HyB0DE) Nele AF) €903 ITDIW. VW3
Q2300 900Ny Bdekede BI3I eaméﬁééoci)
(rehearsal) Doxb @Beewon. e B,03031BT0 90T
B02IIRFB0DE) HODI 33ew ToTedar3, 0O, 2383°
29333 3¢ BeDBERE3 T 953008 Toe3E3H0TEeN 8 Foew
AHBe). BB 9239 BN IR BRTEN
DI BPIE e3e!! [, AW &erReFddD),
DD T, BeS@PIBGe @RS BBTRIY, W,
B3 83 0DFMRBEY DR JFNDS. [
SR, B3R edd o, Ie3hen 2.8BENY 2000,
DR BRO €97, 238D Do) 03e3IND. IR
2000 I3, 1B Bedwont R39, "33 BB B 3ed,
B wd8Re TN Ded. 23JgRe 0DI," Do
o 30T, “20ed), 2.8,030A3 B3 Ve 903
2899N3e)" e9083%b. Az, “I know you can do eog3,”
Q0TR. IJne 831 &0220030H FOOHR) 9 IR,
e Ber? ABY, 2R Dordd  03ee3ven
B B, AT, 3, NodedzzN SrichHdegedes.
Recen OHFMOIBT, I, WBE  ToeBBERYRID),
SR, <13 BB) 0D, 3V 933 TBoT 9B,
SIR 2oyBo38B 2,00 ey 35BEY RS0
36z ART.

ohgres 23e8 Tee3snPos I0B 3S0he). IB3E) [e3d
[T, D083 AT, D203 eI NTEIT, 2.8, JoNes
3. DQTBB,080 NN 923, FIBE ToLIIREBNRD.
IR 200e3Fe 03e3RIRE) ahgMmeS Fod 33T
e3> Bert VoW BeRZWT, €930 e50NE FHoa3
2033, 9330 J3; DQRIR, NeDdIDe, Jperden A



BB, esFHo!! AR, JRNTING AQYRD. T
83 WpBen O0HFMOIBY, W), JPLOBRN
Spedode w0, 2FE [RFIND:3. PN
Se3D D&W), FRBI0R Fe3R BO) 2I9BINTY,
38 SRS, Bea3o TR Pe BB 0e TNy,
PVRITAR OF, JFE AR 2eNES83T CaRBEY,
HIBE), DT e 2300 &8 S 3HAR e9tde
BBoNSY, BeeB. B3 2390030, 3BT e
oY AR {0 %@oﬁoe&@;, e30A3 eIl Re
DJ30e 2,07 BRIV FEFTEN BHReAVD. =3
2300 JeBuoniewe e9tde @B,on JpBON03 B2
W& BB DD BRBD. TBNSY, AN e,
OB NBen DHDIRB. D3 Y B30
B, 908 DD Jeeden 2Hd R, JB03ee
3enizSY, #0% 1R 992 Je3B 08B FAOIRY,
09330 Bo3 23953 HIBR BR0DYT 0e30a1R,
DE E el 2B BeY, BRY e B 350BA.
e B, SDHIYAR GOE 2002, B BRI, T
_TRY, OB DFR) BIond  DdB3ee
[ReB 9T T39.20DLICT  2383° 09T  BOIT
JBE BB wee J0eB TR), T J308
BRBERRRD. D) 9239, BoewoNn eI,
QR3ReBE) 3B DIBOF BBER0BOS IBew
BB BoHIDRD. I, 1&3NR, 3 030D
3980 O JFOAord RIBOBT e Je,
338, DT BB

BIBES3 DS, BB, esBexd noedne BpdSe 303500
DTN, BeTen e DIw0NIRR  edwc.
2,239R) @ edNne Dedm® eren 30 Hord 45 Qb
HBONZW. BB ReAon® 02 9T QO B
Ror3TezoN seses® 3mTS. esw® [F03T 3w,e3080,
9338, 30 80T 45 A& HBBNIT. eszo B8y, eI B8,
Tord ez 2383° €930 W3 2000030 2008 WA T3
359,00898 300 BOEY), Twa0d 00wBT. w33, 33,08
2,3 5800 3ydredd 303 23060 3Dee3 ey [Fed & Do
& 3.23 BN 33 AYDHIAV. ABTE) IIMT 2,00 93
98 B023ERYRIED. 92T 3B 2BY [ooMeN B3
@RS 308 DI, &3V [ede BEBEITEY 3eddod
e Bede JIZ; oot BO B Todew MO,
yeded 3Y, 30ee3ns’ Bz Dexed3dond TNy BoaN=N
B0 Bedaden e, e9RIR Fa3,08 HVETR,
33 Tod H0ed. [P, [woed 03ee3dTDY). Yl
292330 0BBe 3DA3NI)TD. 1 I Fe0BE3 Ird 2DIT.
3033 20330, 2069 e, 23S 23ree3 Ber3B 3 Bee3i0023-RY
S5033€)  HeFdnd, eoDI3Ad0e 3DodeD. DI
e300 Bgeo RREDTIT HeFBD ISHHBOHD. ey 0HFMOR
BBBESRFRY, Broew BHoHDR 2023 Be0BTT.

S, BeBe BIJonR BoBrIeTRRDER. BeTO  903)0M0F,
23003, @30BE3°, P00 Tonned, Bos0° TRIF,
039.0020710e000°,  Bede® 220ed DI Boe3, nomgio®
30BBY FD. I D0BIe BJon 230e&  2379,0T.
BBY, DIL® BTy, PRy &P, ©F Jewd, ToI3
RoMogdos, B 1PE, e9BR° Haedeer®, B0dF I, 03
0oaBE, B8 3B AGD.  AGTY, 2,239200e B
UZE B, B 3508, W)B. HYTR WBY B30V
295D EBZFD. Te3T8,Be30N RN SoBRIIY
BRRZFD. 920RA FHoHEE) 2,2)0R, Feed AZQYQD
BRBE e33R, Bed 30BAR)T®, Be5a0s® 30S=0F,
€320 $e00, 308 Be5003°, Dede3ro a-"%j, 208,03 Taga3Rs,
YT 23083, DVI® 250002 QTR &3S0
D039, FOBRFRY, 2IODYTFD. 0DFNIIT IBD0W QodH
eVTBI08 23T 2BI0E3 e I, eordeg,. DD e9:3e3
DRV BAT DROHRPRY, V380003 3D3c3e.

OZNOR 2B 23era3 3&3: 9RO BIBEIBITA 20BY
BB, 23e3W. VBT 30BBHDeII3T 228N €933
B0E002) VBJA0 29NN D338, I BYNG d=n
D, NemR I, 2,803 oz 3.

0BT I3 I, BeSST 0B 3a) e912IBRPE)
2,000 Jwo eLVADDW. B3 3BT, IIY, o&raeﬁesé’oz:b
2ONRE3R 93B3 Be3, Bo.chHBriead 2363° DI eV 23e3°
93301} SR, Boen FHDHE B Eernied.

edox3 |41



Chasing epic views at
the Centennial State

y trip to Colorado was a breathtaking experience. I had

the best time there in late January 2026. It was loaded
with tons of incredibly fun activities. I waited a long time
to spend my time in Colorado as it was my 10th birthday
present, because I wanted to see snow, which does not
come where I live.

Our 1st full day after we landed on Thursday night of the trip
started by going to a cog railway across Pikes Peak, which
was 14,115 feet (about half the height of Mount Everest)
[we only went about 10,000 feet (about twice the elevation
of Denver, Colorado) because the remaining 4,000 feet was
closed]. The view was phenomenal, and the snow made
it even more enjoyable to watch. Of course, visiting a gift
shop was needed. Later in the day, we started a long drive
through the Rocky Mountains. The special thing about the
drive is that we were in the middle of a snowstorm, so it was
an adventurous drive around the mountains.

The next day, we went to a cool ice castle. I was astounded
by the structural design. We had a few activities, like tiny
mazes and slides. Later, we went snow tubing and tell me,
who doesn't love Snow Tubing!! We loved the experience,
especially my brother and 1. We all thought he would fly off
the tube back to Florida because he was so tiny in the tube
and it was a crazy ride.

Next, we explored the incredibly beautiful town of Aspen,
which, due to the freezing weather, has only 7,000 people.



We even went on a gondola ride on Aspen Mountain near Aspen.
We played in the nice, thick snow near the edge of the mountain.
We saw incredible sledders, skiers, and snowboarders, and a few
snowmobiles, which meant that the mountain was very productive.
We played so much in the snow that we almost buried ourselves.
My heart was overwhelmed because I was insanely happy. That's
when we decided we should take skiing classes because we saw
skiers skiing, which almost looked like a bird with wings.

The next day, I, along with my little brother and mom, took skiing
classes, while my dad took a snowmobile. My goodness, it wasn't
as easy as I thought. Since I wanted to learn, experience, and ride
on skis, I did not give up until I rode from the top of the mountain.
The class was for almost 4 hours with water breaks. Surprisingly,
my brother was also enjoying it, and he did not show any tantrums.
Because he got hot chocolate as a break. Thereafter, we decided
to explore a beautiful village called Vail. The village architecture at
Vail was great and filled with skiers and other snow athletes.

We also roamed around Aspen and other places. I recommend
visiting Iron Mountain hot springs to enjoy the pleasantness
of the view in the warm springs between mountains. And the
saddest part was that our trip was coming to an end. Our quality
family time was about to end. I wish we could stay for a few more
days.

Towrapitup,lamglad thatIchose
the Colorado trip as my birthday
gift. It was a moment I will never
forget in my lifetime. The scenery

was breathtaking, and trying
snow sports was thrilling. Overall,
spending an amazing time with
family, having fun, and exploring
is a blessing. Our vacation in
Colorado was special and close to
my heart, and I would definitely
visit again.
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Ambale

The Sunshine Student

In Florida, the sun is always bright,

I ride my bike from morning until night.
With palm trees swaying in the salty breeze,
I skin my elbows and I scrape my knees.

I love to splash in the backyard pool,

But learning Kannada is also cool.

While other kids are playing with their toys,
I'm making sounds that aren’t for average
boys.

“Ka, Kha, Ga, Gha"—I say them with a grin,
I practice hard so I can surely win.

My Amma cheers when I can read a line,
She says my Kannada is doing fine.

From Disney rides to rockets in the sky,
I'm a Florida kid who's aiming high.

I'm a smart young boy with a lot to say,
In Kannada and English every day!
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Aanya Amith

Grishma Hebbar
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Samarth

Venkatesh
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ricket is a religion in India

Cricket isn't just a game in India—it's our
unofficial religion! Stadiums become temples,
players are heroes, and every match feels like a
festival. Major games mean street parties, excuses
to skip chores, and some serious bragging rights
when we win. In India, cricket doesn’t just bring
us together—it gives us a reason to celebrate
(and yell at the TV).

We miss cricket sorely when we move to US
We miss cricket terribly after moving to the US—
it's like life without Wi-Fi! With no matches or loud
fans around, we feel like fish out of (bat) water,
longing for the noise, the drama, and the epic TV-
yelling sessions we left behind.

US Sports bar and cricket!

Sports bars in the US usually do not show cricket,
so catching a live match is tougher than convincing
your grandma to try TikTok. So, imagine our
surprise on a lively 12th June evening in 2024,
during the T20 World Cup in the USA and West
Indies, when we (Andy, Arun, Shirish and I) were
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Cricket in South Florida

Vivek Pai

sipping beer at Ale House in Weston - my brother-
in-law, Shirish Shenoy, who was visiting us from
India, wasn’t going down without a fight - he
insisted the staff channel-surf until, lo and behold,
they stumbled upon a cricket channel. We truly
discovered oil in the desert that day.

The US cricket journey begins

That's when Arun and I had a revelation—what if
we watched the finals (29Jun24) here, assuming
India made it? (Spoiler: We're optimists.) What
started as a random idea turned into Weston's

own cricket revolution.




We requested Ale House to
open at 10:00 AM on Sunday
(29Jun2024), even though they
usually roll up the shutters at
11:00. Their deal? “Promise us at
least 30 people, and we will doit.”
We crossed our fingers and said
yes, hoping we could find that
many fans. But when finals day
arrived, not 30, not 40, but about
70 crazy cricket fans stormed in!
Suddenly, Ale House looked less
like a bar and more like a cricket
stadium—so much noise and
excitement, even the players on
TV might've been jealous.

The Ale House luck factor

India clinched the nail-biting
match thanks to the brilliant
Surya Kumar Yadav's catch—a
moment so epic, it's guaranteed
to be remembered for ages.
The Ale House staff probably
wondered if they'd accidentally
hosted a Bollywood wrap party.
Our group’s tipping was so
generous (100% tips!), the staff
may have seriously considered
renaming a cocktail after us—
maybe “The Batsman'’s Delight.”
It was a Sunday morning to
remember, and for Ale House,
definitely a shift worth bragging
about (and possibly requesting
overtime for)!

Since then, our cricket luck at Ale
House has been nothing short
of legendary. We've witnessed
three more finals (Thanks to
Venkat for taking the lead): the
Asia Cup showdown (28Sep25)
against Pakistan (spoiler: India
won!), the T20 Women'’s World
Cup finale (2Nov25) versus South
Africa (guess what—India won!),

. DN 2
and the recent (8Mar26) T20 2026 Men’'s World Cup clash with
New Zealand (any guesses? Yup, India won again!) and there were
100+ fans who turned up. Four finals, four victories—Ale House is
basically our team’s secret winning headquarters. Some might call
it superstition; we just call it awesome. If this streak keeps up, we
may need to start charging admission or bring in a priest to bless
the place. More than us, Ale House is looking forward to the next
tournament.

Let the cricket fun continue!!!
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Silent Leaks, Smart Fixes:
A Teen’s Journey Into
Al Innovation

Vishnu Shivakumar

New start-up companies often struggle trying
to make their place in the market. Going
against big companies who have worked for
decades, perfecting their craft, is not easy. So, I was
challenged to create an agentic bot to help these
small companies, targeting any problem they may
have.

As a new company, any sales made are extremely
valuable. However, in the midst of running a
business, owners often miss chances of earning
money without even realizing it. These are known
as silent revenue leaks, and these can delay or
prevent the growth of a company.

To counter this problem, as part of a Broward
county high school competition, I created an Al
tool designed to help owners recognize these leaks,
calculate exactly how much can be recovered, and
automate the best actions to take. First, it pulls
in data from current invoices, appointments, and
service records. This is then sent to the Al engine,
in which it analyzes the data to find leaks like
unpaid invoices and no-shows for appointments. It
then calculates the estimated recoverable revenue
using unique formulas and suggests an action to
take. Finally, all this information gets displayed
on a simple visual dashboard, giving the owner a
summary of the total leaks and recoverable money.

From my experience in this competition, I learned a
lot about artificial intelligence. Al is more than just
a tool for answering a student’s questions. It is a
system that can analyze real-world problems, find
patterns in data, and give well-developed solutions.
As Al continues to evolve, it will become an even
stronger tool for solving problems in our everyday
lives.
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‘Wlsbl )fﬁi\ ‘Very
Happy Ugaoi!

To all esteemed Nandi ‘Kannada
‘Koota Members and Families.

May this Ugadi bring prosperity, AW |
joy, and new beginnings. '

= ‘.:\‘\\

From the Big Bazar
Indian Grocery Family.

N

- |
. YLocated in: Shoppes Of Cooper City City -\Erg!
1213 Sheridan St, Cooper City, F1 33026 —=

- May this Ugadi bring you all

BT %&% an abundance of
mriabss S draa) 5%1)

health, success and joy
Arun, Hemalini, Samit, Shiven
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Aahana Rejuvenation Center
See a Pr0v1der from Home

Fast, Convenient, Affordable Care without leaving your home.

What We Treat |

 Chronic Disease Management
» Medication Refills

» Upper Respiratory Infections
* Allergies

» Urinary Tract Infections (UTI)
¢ Influenza (Flu)

» Strep Throat

* And other minor illness

* Hair Loss Treatment

» Customized IV Therapies

* Biologics

* Peptides Treatment

» Medical Weight loss

* Health coaching

* Bioidentical Hormonal Replacement

We also offer: Botox, fillers, PRP treatments
Shobha Marigowda, APRN

Text for appointments

754-779-9234

www.aahana4beauty.com
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FEBRUARY 7,2026 | 11:30 AM - 8:00 PM
POMPANO BEACH AMPHITHEATER & GROUNDS

or the first time, Nandi Kannada

Koota proudly participated
in Namaste FL, an Indian Food
and Arts festival celebrating culture, cuisine and
community. The NKK booth warmly welcomed
numerous visitors and introduced them to the
rich heritage of the vibrant south florida Kannada
community.

Special highlight of NKK's participation was the
sale of authentic and much loved Karnataka
products - Nandini and Adukule specialties - that
were specifically flown in from India for this event.

Several new members joined the koota during
the event fully serving the main purpose of NKK
exhibiting at Namaste FL. Overall, the event served
as a wonderful opportunity to share Karnataka's
culture, food, and community spirit while also
spreading greater awareness about NKK and its
mission.
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andi Kannada Koota hosted a vibrant Makar

Sankranti picnic at C B Smith Park with around
175 koota members in attendance for a truly
memorable and grand celebration.

Families enjoyed a lively and fun- filled day with
activities including entertaining games for children
and adults alike. A thrilling women'’s cricket match
with packed spectators resulted in only winners.
Also, nostalgic lagori game was played by men
which was much loved by everyone.

The event commenced with a beautiful invocation
song, Gajavadana beduve performed by our lovely
Koota children. Their enthusiasm continued with
a rich and traditional cultural events - kolaata and
Ellu Beeruva samarambha.

The highlight of the event was the much-
anticipated men'’s cooking competition. Our koota
men showcased remarkable culinary skills and
creativity impressing everyone with their delicious
and thoughtfully prepared dishes.

Every participant produced Michelin-star-caliber
meals, leaving the judges with the tough task of
choosing a winner.
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and memorable event that brought our community
together. One of the major highlights of this festival
was the amazing performances by the children of
our Koota, which captured everyone's hearts. They
showcased their talent, enthusiasm, and hard work,
filling the audience with joy and pride.

The centerpiece of the program was the Yakshagana
performance, which beautifully showcased the
grandeur of Karnataka's traditional art form, leaving
the spectators mesmerized. The event also featured
a Kannada Drama, fashion show and a variety of
delicious food, which delighted everyone and added
even more festivity to the celebration.

On this occasion, the outgoing executive committee
handed over their responsibilities to the newly
appointed committee, marking an auspicious
beginning for the organization’s future journey. This
moment became a symbol of our culture, unity, and
collective cooperation.

We extend a warm invitation to more families to
become part of the Nandi Kannada Koota (NKK)
community. NKK brings people together to celebrate
our shared culture, traditions, and the bonds of
friendship. It offers a welcoming environment for
new kannada families in south florida to engage and
create lasting memories.

We encourage everyone to please spread the word
and help us continue growing this vibrant community
- one that reaches beyond borders and boundaries.
For many, NKK truly becomes a home away from
home.
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HAPPY NEW YEAR!

flavor, joy, and new

May your year be full of

beginnings!
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Elevated
Indian Cuisine

WWW. cnnanduﬂurlda com

‘SUN-THURS 11AM 2:30PM 8 4:20-9PM * FRI & SAT 11AM 2:20PM & 4:30-10PM

Sy 8
OPEN DAILY FOR
LUNCH & DINNER

DINE IN, TAKE OUT & CATERING
FOR AL SIONS

SCAN
. HERETO
3 ORDER
¥ ONLINE

OF §75 OR MORE
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Dedicated to my memories of
Joen SHond from home town.



Elevate Your Elegance
with Expert Styling

Glam Glow & Go!

We offer expert saree
draping, pre-pleating,
outfit & jewelry matching
consultation.

Bridal & Wedding Styling
Fashion & Event Styling
Personal Styling & Consultation

Devi Saree Draping for Pooja

RZs o

@GLAMBYASHFL

Contact Us: 954-780-6799
Broward & Miami Dade
glambyash25@gmail.com
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